nests, in which they build regularly and get very tame. Last year we had twenty-seven nests in the garden alone ; this year very nearly as many, and three fresh kinds of birds who have not built here before. A marshtit has a nest in a hole it made in an old stump of a tree, and the bird hisses and pecks the hand of anyone who comes near the hole. We have for the first time a redbacked shrike's nest, which allows us to watch her while sitting and observe her large prominent eye. We have a blackcap, also for the first time. We have two blue-tits in the boxes with ten eggs in each ; they allow us to take the boxes off the tree and carry them about to be looked at. We have, besides, a great-tit in a box, a robin in a box, and a willow-wren just hatched. A robin has just hatched in a place under a bend of a pipe close to the front door where people pass constantly, and she lets us feed her and the young birds, though occasionally she flies at and pecks people who go too near, in the boldest, way. We keep several foreign ducks, some of which build, but we find it very difficult to rear them. (To be continued.)
